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The Value of Foreign Language Study
Foreign Language study was once regarded as ammapand elitist pursuit. In recent time, howeempwledge of languages other than
one’s own has become a necessity. Learning anlahguage is an important means of gaining undedsigrof other peoples and their
cultures. One may learn about foreign culturesughathe study of other subjects, such as Histoi§amial Studies. However, the study of
foreign languages affords the individual direcenatction with the foreign culture. Foreign Languagely can also help the learner to
develop insight into the nature of language. Fanaeple, the foreign language student will learn aloliiterences in the sounds and systems
of different languages, and can discover how difietanguages express cultural values and outlook.
From the morgractical perspective, knowledge of a foreign language iass®et in situations, such as vacation or businagsl, and for
reading labels and instructions. Recent developsnarcomputer technology have facilitated the drgsation and exchange of information
between peoples of different countries. Knowledig®ieign languages is therefore becoming a prasgguor gaining direct access to
information from some original sources. The corrityeof World Affairs in the 21 century makes access to alternative viewpoints and
diverse sources of information in the media evenenmaportant.
Foreign Language study also satisfies career desnandh as those of the Foreign Service, Educaiwh Translation and Interpreting. In
the Jamaican situation knowledge of a foreign laiggus useful in many areas of work. These inclatignational Trade and finance, the
Travel and Tourism Industry, the Communicationsubtdy and Manufacturing.
In Jamaican Secondary Schools Spanish has becenfiestiforeign language due to the importanceparsh in conferences. However,
French is still relevant because of the proximity-tench Caribbean territories. The necessity tmidmgual in the Caribbean, because of
the major cultures of people who came to colorieeGaribbean, has created a heightened awarengsstéged to strengthen the study of
French and incorporate it in the secondary schaoiaulum. The development of competence in Fremititherefore be an important part

of the preparation of Jamaican Secondary studergarticipate effectively in the world of the twefirst century.



The Purpose of the Curriculum Guide

The Curriculum Guide sets out:
The goals and principles that have informed thecsieln of content and language used to be taugBtades 7-9 of Jamaica
Secondary Schools.
A summary of the Communicative functions for aletl Grade levels. This language content reprefiesisinimum recommended
to achieve the goals of the curriculum.lt is naémded to limit what may be taught and learnt ichegrade.
A list of topics for teaching culture.
A scope and sequence Chart which links each itetineo$yllabus content to its possible communicdiimetions in a suggested
teaching sequence. This sections also includesriditions of practical uses of the language strasturhe syllabus for each level is
divided into units and can be covered in a scheal yith an average timetable allocation of threer@nute periods per week.
Guidelines and Procedures for Assessment.
Statements on the role of the French teacher ancedponsibility of the school principal.
A list of texts and other resources to be usecthghers and students.
The Curriculum Guide will help inform the choicetekts and other materials to achieve the goalseoturriculum. It allows for co-
ordination with some currently used secondary schoench textbooks. (The list of teaching and lesgmesources at the end of the
Guide contains practical suggestions of specikgalearning activities and assessment procedaidsvelop proficiency in the
French Language learner. In cases where the recodeddexts are not available, the Teachers’ Guitdelp the teacher to adapt
and supplement existing texts to achieve the aintiseocurriculum. One aim of this guide is to discage total reliance on

textbooks. They provide scope for the teacher fygpersonal initiative and creativity by using rataxtbook material.



Theory and Practice of Foreign Language Education
Foreign languages have always been a part of twmdary school curriculum. However, the primarylgddoreign language teaching and
learning has changed, as the argument for curncu&levance has gained increasing attention. iméoitimes, foreign language programmes
concentrated on knowledge of grammar and vocahuldrgy paid little attention to the learner’s dlyilio use this knowledge in a meaningful
way in real-life situations. Many students leartieel grammar of the foreign language without beiblg 0 understand the language when used
by the native speakers, or to use it successfolbphvey messages. Dissatisfaction with this stbédfairs has led foreign language educators
to focus more on what the student can do with tuygiiaed knowledge and skills inside and outsidectaesroom. The main goal of foreign
language study has now become the developmeartromunicative competence.
What is communicative competence?
Communicative competence is the ability to usenguage in a real-world context. A communicativedynpetent individual is one who can use
the structures and vocabulary of a language apiatepr to convey spoken or written messages inasaaieraction. This presupposes that such
an individual can understand the language withuttural conventions as used by native speakeisthis notion of the foreign language as a
medium of oral and written communication that utiderthis French curriculum.
The process of communication is a process of iotera It involves not only a speaker or writert biso a listener or reader. In teaching the
foreign language it will therefore be important&@velop, deliberately, and in an integrated wag fttur aspects of the communication process
(listening, speaking, reading and writing ). Oreateeds to be mindful of the fact that in the psscof acquiring a foreign language the
learner’sreceptiveskills (listening and reading) will tend to outpttheproductive skills (speaking and writing).
The goal of the communicative competence is natl&asily achieved in the formal Jamaican schioagon. Unlike the informal
environment in which one acquires one’s native U, the classroom is artificial, and providesi¢aener with limited contact with French.
In order to develop communicative skills in thegign language in this situation, the learner need® exposed to authentic material, in both

written and spoken forms. This should provide pcatexamples of French in use, and should havieimess outside of the classroom.



It is important to teach French grammar, to promutéerstanding of grammar rules, and to enablsttigent of French to produce
grammatically correct sentences. One can neveigbribe situations in which the learners will needise the language in the future. Therefore,
teaching grammar is the most economical way ohgivhem the basic tools for creative language iHeeiever, knowledge of this central
grammatical content ought not to be treated asdnreitself. Students must be trained to applyg kmowledge as an instrument of practical

and meaningful communication, to express their aveanings and to talk about the world around them.



Foreign Language Teaching Methodology

Some of the most well known approaches to the tegaf foreign languages are outlined below.

The Grammar-Translation Method gives primacy to the teaching (and memorizing) fngmar rules. Language practice consists
mainly of translation from and into the target laage. Evaluation is aimed at demonstrating theesiigl ability to manipulate structures and
vocabulary correctly, usually in writing. Althoughis method may be quite effective for the teactbhgrammar, one obvious shortcoming is
that it pays scant attention to the primary purpufse language, i.e. communication.

The Natural Approach seeks to imitate the method by which a child aeguinis or her native language. It requires thatféineign
language learner go through a long period of exmosn the target language to develop listening cefmgnsion skills before going on to
speaking, reading and writing. This gradualist madtis time-consuming, and assumes, erroneously thieaearner has the same amount of
time spent acquiring the native language to Ielaefaoreign language.

The Direct Method aims to develop the student’s listening comprelmenskills. Its main strategy is the exclusion of tiative language
from the foreign language classroom. However, b&edie teachers who use this method tends to dtertima classroom activity, it does not
foster interaction and participation by students.

The Audio-lingual Method de-emphasizes reading and writing and concentaateébe development of listening and speaking sKilte
aim of the audio-lingual method is to give the fgrelanguage learner practice in the productiveafdbe language. However, this productive
practice usually involves mindless repetition oftgan drills and the memorization of prefabricagidlogues. Not much room is left for
creative, unstructured use of language, nor domsciburage the student to view the language abkiel@dor expressing personal meanings.
The Linguistic Approach uses the learner’s native language as a pointiaferece for teaching the foreign language. It cotreges on the

points in the grammar system, pronunciation, volzlguand other features of both languages. Thisdaran be very useful in helping the

teacher to target and to minimize the problemsitafrference from the native language.



The Communicative Approachaims to correct the imbalances that have resuttad £xclusive adherence to any one of the preceding
methods. It seeks to develop, in an integrated weyfour aspects of the communication proceste(lisg, speaking, reading and writing). It is
a flexible eclectic approach.It allows the classroom teacher to choose diffestrattegies or different combinations of strateggesnable the
students to understand the language and use #@ytavlat they want to say. Success depends on dlobdes creativity and willingness to
experiment. Since the 1990s, a fifth aspect of mamcation has been added to the Communicative dggbr which seeks to develop the
cultural competence of the learner. In the comative approach, grammar is taught as a “tool” se&ey to carry out the communcative
functions and not sequentially.

The ‘Total Simulation’ Approach is one of the latest approaches in French forkigguage teaching. Inspired by on-site professional
training it aims at developing language skills ipractical yet enjoyable context. It seeks to enage spontaneous language use and calls upon
the students’ creativity. The teacher becomedatiétator and motivator as he/she monitors thelehts’ interactions ensuring that they remain
positive. A fictional world is created based oalrkfe situations. Students assume the relevdentities and functions while they learn the
language. The learning process is collective ah saglent contributes to the acquisition of lingaiskills and the development of situations.
This method requires a dedicated space and conisnagsessment of both the group and the individual.

The choice of strategies will be dependent on factach as ages, characteristics, abilities anditenstyles of different students or groups of
students. Class size, timetable allocation, teacherpetence and personality, and material resowneeglso important considerations in the
selection of teaching methodology. But whatever rttethod or methods chosen, they must be put tese¢hace of the ultimate goal — real
communication in French.

Communication-based teaching places early empbaseéguage useThe student is encouraged not merely to producechra the form of
oral drills and rote repetition, but to create megful utterances in French both orally and in imgtfrom the beginning level. This serves as a

motivation for further learning and helps to cretite confidence needed for successful communica@oammar is taught in a communicative
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context. The time spent by the teacher on explanatnd illustration of concepts is reduced to aimmirm, and more time is allowed for the
students to engage in communicative practice. Eaeher creates a classroom environment that appates real-life situations, and thus
provides students with opportunities for meanindgmguage use. Through this method, the proceb=aafing French becomes an interactive
one, where communication in the language takeeflabnveen teacher and student, between studem¢aciter and between students.

11



General Aims of the French Curriculum

The design of this French Curriculum reflects thmwthat teaching should be aimed at enabling siisde

© N o g A~ w D

10.
11.

develop an attitude to French as a medium of conratian in real-life

situations;

develop the disposition and confidence to useahguage to communicate;

enjoy the experience of learning French;

understand French in spoken and written forms ap@t to the Grade 7-9 level.

speak and write French accurately and appropriatedyvariety of practical, real-life situations;

understand the grammatical system of French, ealpewihere it differs from the grammars of Engleid Jamaican Creole;
master the French grammar system in order to @skatiguage to express personal meanings;

acquire an adequate base of grammatical structwweabulary and communicative skills for the stofiyhe language beyond the
Grade 9 level of the secondary school;

develop understanding of and respect for the ailbfiFrench-speaking societies;

show tolerance for cultural differences;

socialize and co-operate with each other.

12



Communicative Functions

The language content of the syllabus will be usedietvelop the four language skills (listening, $e@ reading and writing) and to enable
students to

a) use French for the following general purposes:

1. Socializing with their peers and others

Seeking, processing and reporting information frentten and spoken sources.
Giving instructions
Seeking information about others and the world adailhem
Giving information about themselves.

Expressing feelings and opinions.

N o g M wDd

Describing and narrating.

b) understand French when it is used for the alpovposes.

These broad areas of communicative functions &resdame for each Grade Level, but students willbbe ta perform more complex functions
as they develop greater competence in the langlragelecting the subject matter for communicagixerctice, the teacher should be mindful of
the characteristics and interests of each growgbuofents and should ensure that they are allowegpress their own meanings. In addition, the
teacher can structure role-play activities to stateureal-life situations.

The communicative functions listed in the Guiderespond to specific grammatical structures andreme examples of some of the general
purposes for which the language may be used. Mtrer éunctions can be added to these. At some dintll be necessary to present

students with set questions, responses and phtedesre useful and appropriate in specific comiathie situations. In these cases, special

13



care should be taken to expose students to as ati@ngatives as possible. However, the abilityrimdpce correct set phrases in carefully
structured situations shoutebt be mistaken for language proficiency. True commatinte competence is achieved when the studentestab

produce language in unstructured and unforeseeatisins.

14



Summary of Communicative Functions — Grade 7

Having successfully completed Gradé&, students should have an understanding of the reans for studying the French language, and
should be able to:

a) use French for the purposes listed below:
interacting socially ( expressing greetings, go@sbat all times of the day)
addressing adults and peers appropriately
enquiring about and giving one’s name, address, @géession
responding to classroom instructions
speaking about the classroom, activities, subgaidied and personal likes and dislikes concerthiegubjects
speaking about food items and meals
identifying objects, rooms and furniture in thesseoom and the home.
describing members of the family and family relaghips
speaking about one’s pets and other domestic asimal
counting from numbers 0-100
expressing location of objects and persons
expressing date and time
describing the weather and seasons (vocabulamyngk® clothing optional)

asking and answering questions

b) understand French when used for the purpodes ibove

! Teachers are reminded that the concept of fanaifydhanged (single-parent families, common-lawnsyidivorces), therefore the subject shall be égkaiith sensitivity.

15



Summary of Communicative Functions - Grade 8
After successful completion of Grade 8, students shld be able to carry out all the functions of Gra@ 7 and in addition

a) use French for the following general purposes:

talking about one’s self, one’s interests and ofeaisily

talking about the weather

planning a holiday/trip/excursion

talking about travel plans and making an itinerary

discussing different means of transportation

talking about professions, trades and other skills

identifying different types of workplaces

shopping and making comparisons of quality andepric

describing visits to places of interest, monumemigseums, marketplaces

describing people, places and things

talking about one’s health, looking ill and feelipgin

visiting the doctor/pharmacy/dentist

ordering drinks/snacks/meal in a café or restaurant

asking for the bill in a restaurant/café

Finding out about French TV/radio and programmes

counting from 100 -1000

b) understand French when used for the purposasabo

2 Description should remains general (height, sige)

16



Summary of Communicative Functions — Grade 9
After successful completion of Grade 9, students shld be able to carry out all the functions of Graeés 7 and 8 and in addition
a) use French for the purposes listed below
talking about completed actions in the past
asking and giving information about arrivals angattures
asking for and giving directions
making statements in the negative
giving and refusing permission
talking about future events
talking about activities in the immediate future
reminding someone of a duty to be performed
expressing willingness to do something
expressing possibility of action
expressing obligation
expressing different types of quantities
talking about habitual actions in the past
talking about actions that have just happened
making comparisons between people, places andsthing
expressing the specific location of people/ objects
answering open, positive and negative questions

expressing the duration of an action

17



expressing hypothetical situations

counting beyond 1000

b) understand French when used for the purpostesi labove

18



OVERVIEW OF LANGUAGE CONTENT — Grades 7-9

GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9
Everything Everything for
for Grade 7 plus Grade 7 & 8 plus
Gender Gender (re-inforcement) Gender (re-inforcement)
NOUNS Number Number (re-inforcement) Number (re-inforcement)
Gender Gender (re-inforcement) Regular and irregular: comparati
Number Number (re-inforcement) and Superlative
ADJECTIVES Position Position (re-inforcement)

Descriptive, qualitative &
Colour

Comparative

DETERMINERS

Definite & Indefinite articles
Possessive
Interrogative

Number & Gender

Omission of the article with
professions and nationality.

Demonstrative

Partitive articles

Partitive articles
Demonstrative

Indefinite

Interrogative adjectivedquel

Omission of the definite article

VERB FORMS

and

TENSES

Regular —ER verbs

-GER verbs (only 1st, 2nd,
3rd persons singular)

-CER verbs (only 1st, 2nd,
3rd persons singular)

Irregular verbsEtre, Avoir, aller,
and only 3rd person singular fafire

Present Tense

Imperative
15'& 2" person plural

Interrogative
Immediate past/enir de
Aller/aimer +infinitive

Irregular verbsfaire, prendre, boire

Passé Composgith
étreandavoir

Irregular past participles.
Imperfect
Future

Conditional

Irregular verbsdevoir, mettre,

19
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GRADE 7

GRADE 8
Everything
for Grade 7 plus

GRADE 9
Everything for
Grade 7 & 8 plus

VERB FORMS Indicative — positive and negative prendre, pouvoir, savoir, vouloir
The conditional (for polite requests)
and Impersonal il faut (+ infinitif) , il
Imperative for frequently used est défendu (de), il est permis(de
TENSES classroom commands il est interdit (de)...
Imperative for giving street
directions
Subject Je, tu, il/elle Direct & Indirect object, Reflexive pronouns
PRONOUNS Reflexive Disjunctive (Emphatic) Impersonak il »
TuvsVous Demonstrative Partitive:en,
On Direct and Indirect: Position and
Interrogative pronounsqui (est- Order,
ce) ? que (qu’est-ce que) ? Relative pronouns
a, a coté de, dans, devant, derriére, avec, chez Avant/devant
PREPOSITIONS en, entre, pour, sur, sous a, a coté de, dans, devant, derriere| Sur/au dessus de

en, entre, pour, sur, Sous

Sous/au dessous de

C’est /voici Je voudrais... C’est a moi/toi/lui
VERB PHRASES AND Cest ma.../ mon...
SPECIAL USES Dans ma famille nous sommes... I était une fois...

Aujourd’hui c’est....

Il fait beau, chaud etc. Pour aller a.... ?

Pour aller a.... il faut....

0-100 0 - 1000 Numbers beyond 1000
NUMBERS Ordinals Ordinals Ordinals

20



GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9
Everything Everything for
for Grade 7 plus Grade 7 & 8 plus
Comment allez-vous? Il fait beau..... Etre en train de...
IDIOMATIC avoir mal a
USES llya avoir envie de... Sivsoui (=yes)
Faire + activity (faire du tennis.). faire des achats...
ADVERBS Trés, bien, Formation from adjective ifaen) Frequency:jamais, parfois,
Ne... pas souvent,
a droite, Quantity :beaucoup

a gauche, tout droit
Interrogative adverbsau ?

Negation:Ne ... plus

21




CULTURAL TOPICS

GRADE 7

GRADE 8

GRADE 9

French-speaking countries in the
Caribbean

French greeting customs

Polite and familiar forms of address
French naming practices

French Festivals

French School system

Seasons in Europe and the Caribbeat

Personal questions to be avoided
Religious beliefs

Climate in France

Transportation systems-SNCF, TGV
Typical French business places
Shopping Malls

European currency

Statues and monuments

Social Security

French food and table manners

French TV and Radio

Various ways of travelling
French castles

Important sites in Martinique,
Guadeloupe and French Guyana

Typical French public places and
buildings

Traditions and Festivals
French-speaking countries in the worl

French TV and Radio

22




SCOPE AND SEQUENCES — GRADE 7
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Summary of Language Content — Grade 7

UNIT 1

Greetings and Goodbyes
Verbs: s’appeler
Clauses:Existential clauses,

UNIT 2

Review : étre, avoir, regular —er verbs, possessive adgsxtiv
defirte and indefinite articles

Expression of the date

Expression of time

Cardinal numbers : 40 —69

UNIT 3

Personal Pronouns

Verbs : regular —er verbs, étre, avoir
Articles : Definite and Indefinite
Nouns: Gender and number
Adjectives: Agreement

Cardinal numbers — 1-39

UNIT 4

Review: étre, avoir , regular —er verbs, numbers 1-39
Adjectives: possessive, descriptive, position
Article : The definite article used with parts of the body

UNIT 5

Review: Possessive adjectives

Adjectives: C’'est+ possessive adjective

Prepositions and Prepositional phrasessur, a coté de
Question formation : use ofOu? Qui? Est-ce quektc.

UNIT 6

Review: Formation of questions, present tense of regulavesuds,
Possessive adjectives and descriptilyectives.
Verbs: Present indicativenegativeof regular —er verbs.

UNIT 7

Expression of weather
Verbs: Il fait + adjective lpeau, froidetc.)
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Review : question formation, preposition and prepositiorrabges

UNIT 8 Verb : faire + activity
Expression ofholidays: a Noél, a Paques, la Toussaist¢.
Cardinal numbers: 70 —-100

UNIT 9 Review: Question forms, prepositions and prepositional p¢sa

Verb: Il faut....
Expression of directions Pour aller a.. ? Ou est ? Tournez a.
Ordinal numbers

25




Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities
(Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics & Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/ Civilization
(Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Sensitisation to reason

for learning a foreign
language/ French

Spelling in French

Ask students to spe
their names in
French

Introducing gender

through the names of

countries (e.ga
Francela Jamaiquele
Canadae Sénégalle
Japon

Writing spelled
words.

French alphabet:
letters and their
pronunciation.

Spelling in French.

French-speaking
countries in the world
with special focus on
the French speaking
Caribbean.

Greetings: Introducing
self and others

Indicating nationality

Understanding
classroom instructions

Role-play: Teacher
presents simple
dialogue vocabulary
to class using hand
puppets or a tape
(See p. 59)

French classroom
commands (Game
‘Simon says’ in
French: Jacques a
dit..."”)

Existential clauses:
c’est, voici...

Je m’appelle, tu
t'appelles/ vous vous

appelez, il/elle s’appelle

(Recognitionje suis
jamaicain, je suis
jamaicaing

Introduction of
Imperative

Qui est-ce?

Tu vs.vous

=4

Situations: Writing
short dialogues about
greetings and
introductions

French silent “e” not
pronounced in final
position.

e.g.:il s'appelle

Liaisons: (set
expressionske.g.:
Comment-dez vous?

Learning how to gree
people according to
age group and type o
relationships.

Body language and
greetings (kissing,
handshaking,
embracing)

26




Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities (Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics & Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découver-te des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Telling the date:
Days of the week,
months of the year

Being able to
identify on which
dates certain things
take place

Telling the time

Counting 40-69

Making a calendar. On
students’ birthday, hayv
them interviewed by
comrades.

(See p. 65 for details)

Have students create

and decorate their own

clock.
(See p. 65 for details)

Bingo type game on th
board. (See p. 65 for
details)

Quelle est la date
ede...?

Aujourd’hui, c’est...

La date de mon
anniversaire(my
birthday)

eNumbers 40-69

C’est aujourd’hui le...

Making a calendar
writing dates of local
festivals and holidays

Writing simple
sentences stating an
activity associated
with each holiday.

Using a clock to tell
time

Making appointmentg
and arranging
meetings

D

Pronunciation of
month namesn{ai,
juin, juillet, aodlt..)

Making a cultural
calendar of festivalg
and holidays in

France and French
speaking countries

27



Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities (Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics & Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découver-te des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Giving one’s age anc
address

Giving information

about self and others

Identifying
objects/furniture in a
classroom
environment

Counting 0-39

I Short dialogues using
hand puppets
(See p. 59)

D.

Tic Tac Toe with
“avoir”
(See p. 59)

Counting song “Un,
deux, trois....”
(See p. 71)

Habiter 1°' -39 persons
singular-plural

Personal pronounge(
tu, il/elle, nous, vous,
ils/elles)

“er” verbs in the
present tense
e.g..parler, aimer

Avoir + numbers 0-39
Avoir + age

QuestionsQu’est-ce
que c’est?, Ou est-ce
que...?

Definite and indefinite
articles
Gender of nouns

llya..., ici/la
Conjugation o#tre
Adjective Agreement

Filling in ID forms or
applications/
registration forms

Writing simple
sentences about
classroom setting.

Describing someone

Liaison between
pronouns ending in ‘s
with verbs starting
with a vowel or ‘h’.
e.g..

nous labitons,

vous labitez,

elles labitent

Liaison between plurg
articles and nouns
starting with a vowel
or ‘h’.

e.g.:

les enfants, les &ves

Importance of ID
cards in France.

Images of French
schools and
classrooms
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Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities (Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics & Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Describing family
and family
relationships

Describing and
asking questions
about family
memberd

Telling the
professions of family
members and other
persons

Talking about pets
and other domestic
animals

Presenting one’s family
using photos

Jacques a dit. .+ body
parts
(See p. 61)

Songs#Savez vous
plantez des choux...”
“Alouette, gentille
Alouette...”

(See p. 71)

Dans ma famille,
nous sommes...

The pronouron
Verbsétre and

travailler e.g.: mon
pere est facteur

Possessive adjectives
(mon, ma, mes, ton, ta
tes, son, sa, Ses

Descriptive adjectives
and adjectives of colou

Introducing body parts
la téte, les cheveux, le
visage, les yeux, le nei
la bouche, le menton,

les oreilles, les mains.|.

=

Creating a family tree

Writing a letter to a
penpal giving
information about
oneself and family

Describing one’s
favourite domestic
animal

Describing someone

Pronunciation of the
[ ] sound as imon,
mon...

High vowels as in
doux(u], du[y], diti]

The [ ] sound
e.g..yew, chevex

Talking about
French family
names and first
names.

Origin of French
family names.

Naming practices in
French-speaking
countries (Compare
with local naming
practices)

Documents about
professions in
France

% Teachers are reminded that the concept of fanaifydnanged (single-parent families, common-lawnsjidivorces), therefore the subject shall be ¢xaiith sensitivity.
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Functions Activities (Activités) Grammar Writing Skills Phonetics & Spelling | Culture/
(Notions/ Actes (Grammaire) (Ecrit) (Sons et Lettres) Civilization
de paroles) (Découver-te des
aspects socio-
culturels)
Expressing Possessive adjectives | Written exercises The sound [] as in Images of a French
possession (Continuation) fotre, | giving answers to parert, erfart... house, apartment
nos, votre, vos, leur, | various questions Spelling: (rooms, furniture)
Indicating position Teacher will use simpleleurs) asked about position| “en”:
household items Avoir of people and objects e.g.:en
moving them from one| C’est+ possessive in the classroom. “an’:

Talking about
one’s house:
rooms and
furniture

Asking where
things and person
are located

Finding out about
people’s activities

position to the other to
demonstrate the
prepositions. (See p. 6
for details)

A poster of a topsy-
turvy house could be
presented. Students
could then be asked tg
name which items are
out of place and where

they should be. (See p|

60 for details)

sUsing picture of
favourite celebrity
students would presen
them and talk about
their professions...
(See p. 60 for details)

adjectives.

DA cété de, sous, sur,
dans, devant, derriére

Question formation:
Ou? Qui?

Est-ce que vous étes
professeur, sportif,
musicien, etc.?

e.g..dars, devah
“em”.
e.g.:le tenps

Opposition between
the [e] and the |
sounds.

Rising intonation in
guestions

30




Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities (Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics & Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Talking about likes
and dislikes

Dialogues between
people just meeting
each other

Speaking of one’s
school and
subjects.

Describing one’s
school and saying
which subject one
likes or dislikes.

Speaking of one’s
preferences re:
subjects and

Letters to penpals

(using e-mail)

(between classes /

Jamaican or foreign
) schools)

activities

J'aime, je naime pas
Est-ce que tu aimes...
Qu’est-ce que vous
aimez? Je déteste

« er » verbs - present
tense

e.g.:

habiter, parler
manger, aimer

mon école est grande,
les cours
commencent.

Letters to penpals
?

Writing letters in
which they speak of
their school and
preferences

Various spelling of the
[e] sound : “é”, “er”,

“et"' "eZ”,

» Learning about the
French school
system: length of
the school day,
recreation, dress
code...

Pictures of French
schools and
classrooms

Comparison
between Jamaican
and French school
systems
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Functions Activities (Activités) Grammar Writing Skills Phonetics & Spelling | Culture/

(Notions/ Actes (Grammaire) (Ecrit) (Sons et Lettres) Civilization

de paroles) (Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Weather: Students make a map | Present tense: Describing a scene | [wa] (froid) Comparisons of

Describing the of the world and showing specific seasons in tropical

seasons indicate with drawings| Il fait + adjective weather conditions: | [ i] (pluie) and temperate

Noting and being
able to say what
are the differences
between the
various seasons

Saying what the
weather is like in
a certain place

Being able to say
what the weather
is like by looking

at photos or charts

the weather in different
parts of the world.

\°24

5 Students watch the
weather report on T.V.
and give a weather

report in French (See p.

62).

(beau, chaud, froid,
gris..)

Sunny beach scene
rainy

Storm / hurricane

Reading passages
Answering questions

[ 1/T ] (printenps)

Spelling of [] sound
“ain, aim”

e.g.: faim, du pain,
les saints

‘in, im”
e.g.:printemps, sapin,
impossible

countries aison
séche, saison des

pluieg
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Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities (Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics & Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Talking about
holidays

Presentat-ions and
dialogues

Exchang-ing
phone numbers

Counting 70-100

Students mime scenes
from places they go to
during the holidays
(See p. 62 for details)

Pendant les vacances.
aller a

A Noél, a Paques, ala
Toussaint

« on fait »+ activity
e.g..on fait du sport,
une promenade, etc.

Numbers 70-100

.Letters to penpals

Function of the
diaeresis in French
(tréma):

e.g..

Noél, Haiti, Jamaique
(It separates vowel
sounds)

Comparison of
holiday celebrations
in Jamaica, France
and French-
speaking countries.

Asking and giving
directions

Creation of a map
based on directions
given.

With a map and arrowg
marking direction,
write a note to give a
friend directions.

Trace directions on the
ground with masking
tape and have student
give direction to go
from a point they know

Ou est? Pour aller

" allez tout droit
tournez a droite
tournez a gauche, etc,

sur, dans, a coté de,
sous etc.

5 )
Ordinal numbers:
premier, deuxieme...

to school (See p. 62)

Following directions
on a map

Leaving a note to a
friend giving
directions

[0] gauche a co6té de
[u] tournez

[wa] droit, droite

Driving on the left
(Jamaica) vs.
driving on the right
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE — GRADE 8
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Summary of Language Content — Grade 8

UNIT 1

Adjectives: Demonstrative
Agreement of adjectives
Position of adjectives
Comparison: plus que., moins que, aussi que
Interrogatives : Qui ? Comment ?

UNIT 2

Review : Expression of weather
Conjunctions: car, comme, parce que, Si
Verb : Immediate futureH va faire, il va y avoir

UNIT 3

Review : Present indicative of regular —er verbs

Verb: Imperative- 1st and"2 person singular and plural
Aller /pouvoir/savoir + infinitive

Irregular verbs : faire, devoir, vouloir, prendre, boire

Pronouns : Object pronouns

UNIT 4

Review : Simple future tense
Nouns : Gender changeslanseur/danseuse
Adjectives : agreement and position

UNIT 5

Review: Cardinal numbers, expression of directions, exprassf comparison, cardinal numbers
Pronouns: Demonstrative

Quantifiers: un peu de, beaucoup eéc.

Article : Partitive

Question formation : Polite forms of request

UNIT 6

Review: étre,avoir, irregular verbs, adjectives
Expressions of direction

Verb: Immediate pastvenir de + infinitive

Question form : Comment est.. ?

UNIT 7

Review : Irregular verbs, gender changes in houns and agigsdhat precede the noun
Pronouns: Reflexive
Verb: Avoir mal+ part of the body
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UNIT 8 Review: Imperative of ¥ and 2° persons singular and plural
Question Form: Polite forms of request
Verbs: the difference betweatemanderandcommander
The use oprendre andmanger
UNIT 9 Review: Interrogatives, dates and time.

Expression of alternatives:Use of ou.....ou
Verb: Conditional —on pourrait, sion allait, etc.
Exclamations :C’est super ! Oh la la! C’est génial !
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Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities
(Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics &
Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Talking about oneself

Talking about one’s
interests

Talking about one’s
family

Using classroom
items to
demonstrate use
of demonstrative
adjectives
followed by short
dialogues to be
dramatiz-ed in
class.

(See p. 61)

Disjunctive pronouns

Demonstrative
adjectivesce, cette, ceg

Position of adjectives
Agreement of adjective
Interrogatives
Introducing

Comparative Degree :
plus.. que, moins ...

(2]

que

Description of self/
of people

Filling in an ID
form/ card

[wa] moi, toi

Middle vowels:

[y] (tu);
[ 1Gew: [ ](peun

Nasal vowels
[ 1(ent); [ ] (lin);
[ ] (long)

How the French talk
about themselves:
personal questions tha
should be avoided
(asking about salary o
income, asking an
older person her age,
asking about religious
beliefs and practices).
What personal topics
should be avoided in
Jamaican culture?
(comparison).

|
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Functions Activities Grammar Writing Skills Phonetics & Culture/

(Notions/ Actes de (Activités) (Grammaire) (Ecrit) Spelling Civilization

paroles) (Sons et Lettres) | (Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Talking about professionsMaking a Aller + préposition Writing about Spelling: gender Professions strongly

and trades

Talking about work
places

scrapbook with
prominent figures
in society and
their professions

Travailler + préposition
(@) + lieu

profession

changesdanseur/
euse boulanger/ére
instituteur /trice,

associated with Frencl
,Culture:boulanger,
patissier, chocolatier,
sommelier, etc.

and their work [] (-aille, -euil, -
places. euille “Le Nez” in perfume.
le travail, la feuille
le seuil [de la
porte])
Talking about the weatheWeather report | car, comme, parce quej Presenting the Spelling of [ ] Climate of France

(revision)

using weather
symbols

(See p. 62 for
details)

Interview about
future activities
(See p. 62)

Fortune telling

Sl

Immediate futuredller
+ infinitive) : il va faire
beau, il va pleuvaoir, ...

weather forecast

sound: “ait” {l fait
beay, “e” (il gele),
“@” (ilyadela
gréle), “ei” (il
neige

Weather in France
(Regions)

(See p. 62)
Talking about travel Expository Imperative: f, 2" Letter (requesting| Spellings of [e] The French Railway
projects presenta-tion on | person singular-plural | inform-ation) sound System (SNCF), The
how to do (Revision) TGV: I'Eurostar, le
Planning a holiday/ a tripf something. Prepositions with Writing an Thalys, le Tunnel soug
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an excursion
Making an itinerary
Telling time

Describing holiday plans

Finding holiday
destinations & travel
facilities

Discussing & comparing

different means of
transport

(recipes,
assembly kit
manual, craft)
(See pp. 62-63)

Writing rules for
home using
devoirand
pouvoir

(See p. 68)

countries & towns
Aller + infinitive
Conjugation offaire,

devoir, vouloir,
prendre, boire

advertise-ment for
a holiday resort

Describing places

Writing a holiday
postcard

Filling in a visa
request form, an
immigration card

Opposition betweer
[0] and [ £] sounds
+

spelling: “g+ e” =
[ £]

€.g..manger,
nager, arranger,
commenceretc

Spelling change
with the first person
plural of “er” verb
ending in “ger” and
“cer”

e.g.:

nous mangeons,
nous arrangeons,
nous nageons.
nous

nla Manche

The Charles de Gaullg

Airport;
“Concorde” the

hypersonic plane (now

in a museum),

Public transportation if

the Caribbean
countries

commengons...

=
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Functions
(Notions/ Actes de
paroles)

Activities
(Activités)

Grammar
(Grammaire)

Writing Skills
(Ecrit)

Phonetics &
Spelling
(Sons et Lettres)

Culture/
Civilization
(Découverte des
aspects socio-
culturels)

Asking the 